🕵️‍♂️ Evaluating Source Credibility Using the 5 Ws
Use the following questions to assess whether a source is trustworthy, relevant, and appropriate for your research or inquiry.
1. Who?
Who is the author or publisher?
Are they an expert in the field?
Is the organization reputable?
Can you find information about their credentials or affiliations?
Who is the intended audience?
Is the content aimed at scholars, professionals, or the general public?
Does the tone and complexity match your research needs?
2. What?
What is the purpose of the source?
Inform, persuade, entertain, sell?
Is there any bias or agenda?
What kind of evidence is provided?
Are claims supported by data, citations, or references?
Is the information factual or opinion-based?
3. When?
When was the source published or last updated?
Is the information current or outdated?
Does the topic require up-to-date data (e.g., technology, medicine)?
4. Where?
Where was the source published?
Is it from a peer-reviewed journal, a news outlet, a blog, or social media?
Is the platform known for accuracy and reliability?
Where can you verify the information?
Are other credible sources saying the same thing?
Can you cross-check facts?
5. Why?
Why is this source useful for your research?
Does it help answer your research question?
Does it provide unique insights or perspectives?
Why should you trust it?
Is it free from logical fallacies or misinformation?
Is it transparent about its sources and methods?
