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	Starting the Research Process




Articulating Your Topic

1. What is your initial topic? ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

2. What is an important piece of background information you have found on your topic? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What is/are the title(s) of the articles that provided this information? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is an important piece of history on your topic? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What is/are the title(s) of the articles that provided this information? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What other important context of your research topic have you learned? It is a smaller piece of a larger event, statement or idea? OR if your topic is the over-reaching event, statement or idea; what are the sub-topics?  Does it have a place in our culture? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What is/are the title(s) of the articles that provided this information? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Preparing to Search for Sources: Keywords

Look at your Personal Narratives and write the most important – or key – words in the box below. Next, write synonyms for these – including more formal terms – and related terms to use in your database searches. Synonyms can be found at: thesauraus.com 
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