
Gathering and Developing Keywords

Steps for Developing Keywords

1. Write out your topic/research question
2. Figure out the main concepts/ key words of that topic
3. Find synonyms for those terms 
4. Keep track of vocabulary used in the articles/reference material you find that might be useful in other searches
5. Keep this list next to you when you do your searching. Cross off words that don’t work, add new words that you find, and star the really helpful ones so you can use them again!

What is your topic? 


What specific issue(s) or subtopic(s) do you want to focus on? 


As you search the reference databases for background information, write down words that you think might be helpful in future searches
	Words found during background research that might be helpful

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





Areas you read about that might be helpful for your research:




Based on your answers to the previous questions and information you discovered from your background research, what KEY WORDS do you think will be helpful? What other ways can you think of to say those keywords?  
	Keywords
	Synonyms

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




If you find words that are helpful during your searches for scholarly sources, put them here.
	Words found during Research/ subtopics to explore
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