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Starting the Research Process and Developing Keywords




 Ask yourself these questions to help articulate your topic:Articulating Your Topic

1. What is your topic? ______________________________________________________________________
2. What specific issue(s) or subtopic(s) do you want to focus on? ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why is this topic Relevant to you? ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why might others care about your topic? _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What do you already know about this topic? What are you pretty sure of about your topic?
	Things I know for sure about my topic
	Things I’m pretty sure of about my topic

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



6. What questions are you starting out with? ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What are the aspects/areas of your topic that you need to explore to find information for your questions or topic? ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Understanding Your Topic

No two brains are the same. Therefore, different people focus on and talk about different aspects of every issue. When developing a research topic, it is helpful to think about all the different ways different people talk about those aspects.

8. What are the various groups with opinions about your issue? What action or resolution to your issue does each group want? What part of the issue is each group focusing on? What bias/perspective are they bringing to the issue? (3 groups have been provided on this worksheet. It’s ok to have more or less than that, and some groups may have mostly the same perspectives, but every issue has multiple groups with differing opinions)
Side C
· Position/Perspective on issue:  _________________________________________________________
· Words used to discuss issue: ___________________________________________________________
· Perspective/Focus and desired action/solution: ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
· Groups of people on this side: __________________________________________________________ 

Side B
· Position/Perspective on issue:  _________________________________________________________
· Words used to discuss issue: ___________________________________________________________
· Perspective/Focus and desired action/solution: ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
· Groups of people on this side: __________________________________________________________ 

Side A
· Position/Perspective on issue:  _________________________________________________________
· Words used to discuss issue: __________________________________________________________
· Perspective/Focus and desired action/solution: ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
· Groups of people on this side: __________________________________________________________ 




Your topic might have more than 3 sides to explore. This was just a starting point. Continue this list on another page, if needed!
Preparing to Search for Sources: Keywords

Look at the words you used in the first two sections of this worksheet to describe your topic, its sides, associated groups, etc. and write the most important – or key – words in the box below. Next, write synonyms for these – including more formal terms – and related terms to use in your database searches. 

	Keywords
	Synonyms
	Words found during Background Research

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





Turning your Question into an Argument

Once you have done some background information and investigated what other people say about your topic, it is time to turn your question into an argument statement about what you think about your topic. The assignment is to make an argument in support of what people living in America should value and why?

9. Take the question you started with (“what should we value as residents and/or citizens of the United States in the 21st Century”) and combine your topic with it to make a statement:

People who live in the united states in the 21st century should value __________________ because ___________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________
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