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Finding UN Draft Resolutions & Other Documents 

FIRST - Use the UN Thesaurus! 
Search or browse the UN Thesaurus to find the proper terms for the topics you are 
interested in. Write down the terms you find. 

 

SECOND - Use the UN Digital Library to search for draft resolutions 
and other documents. 
If you are looking for draft resolutions sponsored by a particular country, 
enter the country name in the first search box and change the field dropdown 
menu to "author." The sponsoring countries are considered the authors of the 
draft resolutions. 

Remember that only draft resolutions have sponsors. Resolutions do not have 
country sponsors. 
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To find draft resolutions on a particular topic, add the topic word(s) you found in 
the UN Thesaurus to the second search box. Click Search. 

 

If you get only a few results or zero results:  
• Try a different topic term from the thesaurus.  
• It is possible that this country has not authored any documents on this topic. To find all 

documents on the topic regardless of author country, remove your country name from 
the search box and search again with only the topic words.  

• Ask for help!  

THIRD - Filter and sort the search results. 
Check the box next to Draft Resolutions and 
Decisions under Resource Type to show only those 
kinds of documents. (If you don't see these filters on the 
left side of the screen, make your browser window wider.) 

Optional: If you are interested in Security Council 
draft resolutions, you can also check the box next 
to Security Council under UN Body. 

To further limit or sort the search results, click the Options button. 
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Change the order of the search results to display the newest documents first. 
(Optional: You can filter the search results to only show documents from a 
particular UN Main Committee.) 

 

FOURTH - Read through the search results and investigate the 
relevant documents. 
Click the title of a document on the search results page to find out more about it. 
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Understanding & Using the Document Details 
Don’t just look at the document PDF! The details about the document are very 
helpful to understanding the document in context and finding related documents. 
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Other Ways to Search for UN Documents... 

Search by UN Document Symbol 
This is a great way to pull up that specific document and related documents 
and voting data. 

 

Search by partial word using an asterisk (*) 
Using a * is a way to search for various word forms. In the example below, 
environ* returns results for any word that begins with environ regardless of 
the ending. This search will include results that contain the words environs, 
environmental, environmentalism, etc.  

 

If you're stuck, try searching the full text of documents. 
By default, the UN Digital Library search engine searches 
the information about the document (title, author, 
publication date, etc.) rather than the document itself. 
To search within the document itself, toggle the Fulltext 
Search on.  

This will expand your search results and may include 
irrelevant results, but it can be a helpful strategy if you 
haven't found the documents you are looking for.  

Need Help? 
Have questions about UN documents research or about finding information about 
your country? I'm here to help. Send me an email at lacey.mamak@normandale.edu 
and we can set up a time to consult over Zoom or in person.  

If you need immediate assistance, try using the 24/7 chat service accessible from 
the Research Guide or the library website: https://www.normandale.edu/library. 
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